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The Recent Meeting of the Latin Club 

The eighth meeting of The Latin Club was 
signalized by a large attendance of fifty despite 
the rain and by an address of extraordinary value 
by Professor E P Morris of Tale University on 
The Character of Cicero. Professor Morris's 
•careful and minute study of Cicero's period en- 
abled him to present several new and original 
points of view. An unusual number of requests 
have reached us to reproduce his address in The 
Leaflet and we have good hope of being able to 
comply with them. 

The May meeting of the Club will be ad- 
dressed by Dr Wm T Vlymen of the Eastern 
District High School on a date and subject to be 
announced later. 

Some Musings on the Qualifications 
of Latin Teachers 

IN TWO PARTS— PART H 



Perhaps it would be well for me to explain 
what I mean by my expression, "a knowledge 
of the scope of Latin". I would include fa- 
miliarity with the history of the language and 
the part it has played in the world's develop- 
ment ; a knowledge of the history of the Ro- 
mans and the main features of their private 
life and antiquities; acquaintance with the 
topography of the city of Rome, and the ge- 
ography of the ancient world ; a first-hand 
familiarity with a number of the leading rep- 
resentatives of Latin poetry, comedy, oratory, 
history and philosophy and a general knowl- 
edge of the history of Latin literature. It 
would be well if one could be familiar with 
the principles of Paleography and textual criti- 
cism so that he could exercise some independ- 
ence in textual matters where the doctors dis- 
agree and that he might be freed from the 
dreadful curse of slavery to any one editor. 



A knowledge of Epigraphy and Roman Ar- 
chaeology and Roman Law is all the better, 
while familiarity with the great names of 
classical study is not to be dispised. With 
this storehouse at his command, the teacher 
is really ready to do his work weU, and I 
maintain not until then some one may say that 
the securing of this knowledge means a long 
pull, and I ask why should it not be so. We 
require our doctors in many cases to have a 
college education and to study at least four 
years after that. Shall we be less consistent 
in the case of a profession which deals not 
with men's bodies, but their minds and their 
souls ? In every sphere hard work and much 
preparation is the price of real success. If 
the college course in Latin is as it should be, 
a question I shall not discuss here, every col- 
lege graduate, who specializes in Latin, will 
have come in contact with most of the sub- 
jects I have mentioned by the time he finishes 
his undergraduate career. If it was not his 
privilege to study them there, it lies within 
the power of every energetic teacher to mas- 
ter them, to a degree, after he is through col- 
lege. A course of reading can very easily be 
planned' which will enable one in a compara- 
tively short time to acquire a general knowl- 
edge of these lines of study. And for the 
sake of the cause, I am inclined to state, even 
at the risk of being charged with being an 
enthusiast, that, in case any of my readers 
should care to take up such a course of read- 
ing such as I have suggested, I shall be glad 
to correspond with them in regard to it and be 
of any help I can. 

My last point, and I think not the least im- 
portant, is that the successful teacher must 
continue to be a student in the real sense of 
the term after his college days are over. Few 
things are more lamentable than to see a 
teacher who has done no studying since he 
left college, but content with the knowledge 
he gained there has rather retrograded than 
made advancement. Just as exercise is essen- 
tial for the physical well being, so I think it 



